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March 18, 2009
To all Crab Area A Licence Holders
Subject:
New Escape Ring Requirements for 2009.
For 2009 there has been a change to the number and size of escape rings (holes) required in commercial crab traps.  For Area A this change and the new requirement is described in Section 3(e) of the Dungeness Crab conditions of licence which state:
(e)  Escape Hole: 

(i)  From January 1, 2009 to May 31, 2009 all crab traps must be fitted with at least one escape hole that is located not more than 100 mm below the top of the frame. The escape hole must be at least 100 mm in diameter.

(ii)  Effective June 1, 2009, in place of the escape hole described in subsection (i), all traps must be fitted with at least two escape holes which are located not more than 100 mm below the top of the frame.  One escape hole must be at least 105 mm in diameter and the other must be at least 100 mm in diameter.

To summarize the requirement above, effective June 1, 2009 or the beginning of the fishery following the soft shell closure, all traps are required to have 2 escape rings one of which must be 105mm or larger, the other must be at least 100mm or larger.
Inspections of crab traps may occur prior to the fishery and randomly in-season on the fishing grounds.

If there are any questions regarding these new requirements please contact me either by phone at 250-627-3477 or by email at bryan.rusch@dfo-mpo.gc.ca.

Sincerely,
Bryan Rusch
Shellfish Management Biologist
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