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Subject: FN0696-Pacific Region Licensing Policy Review 

Pacific Region Fisheries and Aquaculture Management Branch is currently 

reviewing Pacific Region licensing policy.  DFO receives requests from First 

Nations, industry advisory groups and/or individual resource users seeking 

exemption from or changes to regional licensing policies, including:

1) Vessel replacement rules for vessel based license eligibilities

2) Vessel measurement guidelines

3) Maximum Vessel Length restrictions for party based license eligibilities

4) License eligibility separation rules 

5) Stacking policies 

6) Party vs. Vessel based license eligibilities

The policies noted above can be complex, fishery specific, and in some cases 

may be less relevant today than when first introduced due to changes in 

fisheries management practices over the years (e.g. length restrictions policy 

for fisheries that have moved to quota management).  An opportunity exists to 

undertake a regional policy review to 1) maintain consistency in policy 

application between fisheries, 2) ensure the continuing relevance of policy to 

current fisheries management practices and 3) to combine, amend, or eliminate 

policies where it makes sense to do so.  

Key Steps

1) Undertake a review of Pacific licensing policies currently in effect.  The 

review process would include review and analysis of current Pacific licensing 

policy and development of a discussion document that includes:

- Documentation and analysis of current Pacific Region license policies 

- Policy options/alternatives including those already provided to the 

Department through advisory processes.

- Analysis of options 

2) Distribution of the discussion document to industry is planned for late 

2008/early 2009.  Input back to DFO on the document and policy options would be 

received through established advisory processes.
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