Oregon Coast crabbers harvest second-best catch
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It's another boom year for commercial crab fishermen. The waters off the Oregon Coast have yielded the second-best Dungeness crab harvest on record.
More than 25.5 million pounds of Dungeness crab have been hoisted from the ocean this season, state officials said. It's worth $39.6 million to fishermen. That's a big catch, but below the 2004-05 all-time record of 33.7 million pounds.The average harvest during the past decade has been in the range of 10 million pounds.
"It's a cyclical fishery. We never really know what it's going to be," said Hugh Link of the Oregon Dungeness Crab Commission.
The average price paid to crab fishermen has been $1.54 per pound, compared with $1.47 per pound in 2004-05. Although the season doesn't end until Aug. 15, about 80 percent of the harvest is landed during the season's first eight weeks.
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