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June 28, 2007 

The following is an excerpt from the Area “A” crab licence conditions. A recent inspection of some Area “A” gear indicates that several vessels are not using the prescribed type of rot cord. It must be untreated #120 cotton twine, with 3 bundles and no more that 14 strands per bundle. Some traps were found to have twine with 28 strands per bundle. Rot cord is designed to let go in six to eight weeks to prevent “ghost” fishing by lost or oversoak gear. Some gear seized last year that had been in the water over 100 days was found to have the rot cord still intact! Please make sure you are using the right type of rot cord. Help protect your resource.

(a) Biodegradable Escapement Mechanisms:  Each trap shall be equipped with a biodegradable escape mechanism in the form of either a rot cord, rot panel or rot panel alternative as described below.  These mechanisms are designed to minimize the effects of ghost fishing by traps.  This requirement does not apply to ring nets.

(b)  Rot cord:  Rot cords may only be used on traps with a rigid frame, a freely opening hinged lid, and a volume less than 400 litres.  (400 litres is approximately equal to a circular trap 117 cm in diameter and 36 cm high.)  The trap lid shall be secured by a loop of no greater than #120 untreated cotton twine (3 bundles, each of which is constructed of 14 strands) such that the trap lid will open freely when the rot cord is broken.  The rot cord shall be attached to the rubber strap by a cow hitch and attached to the hook by a cow hitch (see the current Crab by Trap Integrated Fisheries Management Plan for an illustration of how to attach the rot cord.)  If the hook is attached permanently to the trap, the trap lid shall close using a single loop of the rot cord from the rubber strap.  The rubber strap shall be under tension.  No other fastenings may impede the hinged lid of the trap from opening.  The opening created by the hinged lid shall exceed the rot panel requirement for the area or exceed the size of the largest trap entrance.

